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SUMMER 2019 – RECAP FROM FAMILIES KNOW BEST CAMPAIGN AND MORE!

IN THIS ISSUE

A message from our Board Members
Submitted by Krista Smith, TBFN Board Member

In February, the provincial government,
under the Ministry of Children, Community
and Social Services, announced drastic
changes to the Ontario Autism Program. The
funding changes meant that many families
across Ontario would no longer have access
to provincially funded needs-based therapy.
Childhood budgets are being offered at
$20,000/year for children 6 years and under,
and $5,000/year for older children and youth
up to the age of 18. For families who
previously were given upwards of $80,000 a

year on therapy, this was a devastating blow.
To date, consultations to discuss the unique
needs of living in remote locations have not
been given to families in Northwestern
Ontario. This is a major concern of ours –
service providers in the region have scaled
back on what they can offer families, and
towns that were once provided service are
now left in the dust because of these
changes. Families are left with little options –
they can either move to a bigger city or pay
exorbitant travel fees to access what was
once available to them. This is unacceptable.
Families should not need to leave behind
their support networks and uproot their lives
in order to receive medically needed
therapies. Those deciding the fates of tens of
thousands of children do not have a clear
grasp of what this could mean for all families
accessing developmental services. We need
our voices to be heard.
Thunder Bay Family Network remains
committed to all families who have loved
ones with a developmental disability. While
the changes to the OAP have garnered much
media attention, our concern is the bigger
picture – what this could mean for other
developmental services, health care and
education. To read more – go to page #6

Winter 2017
Independent Learning Resource
Centre Thunder Bay Community
Corner Feature
Page #3

Welcome BACK to TWO of our
ICAN! Friends!
Page #4
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The ICAN! Corner
ICAN! stands for Independence
Confidence Achievement and
Networking!
Our social network continues to
grow and we are in need of
volunteers!!
ICAN! is an opportunity for
individuals with a developmental
disability, 14 years and older, to
participate in fun and engaging
activities, to create friendships,
and to participate in our
community.

ICAN!’s summer location is the
Oliver Road Community Centre –
downstairs level | 563 Oliver Road
each Wednesday evening from
6:30 to 8:30 PM.
ICAN! attendance fees have
increased slightly: $4/week or
$12/month to help cover ICAN!
expenses.
Volunteering with our Social
Network is a lot of fun and
requires kindness, laughter, and
engaging with our dynamic group
of really great people!
Click HERE to view our Volunteer
Application. Please complete and
email to dana@tbfn.ca

Click HERE to view the July and HERE
to view the August ICAN! Calendars

Socializing and supporting each
other is what matters most at ICAN!
Social Network ☺

ICAN! Update
by Natalie Husfeldt

Welcome summer! We are SUPER
excited to enjoy ICAN! this summer at
the wonderful Oliver Road Community
Centre! We are looking forward to
spending the summer there! We have
had quite a few fun outings in the
community so far! We attended not
ONE, but TWO Border Cats baseball
games!! The gang has loved spending
time up on the party deck cheering on
our Thunder Bay team while
eating $1.00 hot dogs!! We have also
enjoyed a dip at the complex pool,
where the hot tub was an obvious hit!
Our social network came together for
a picnic at Vickers Park, where
everyone brought a little something to
share. It was a yummy time!
We are looking forward to the fun
times that await us this summer! ☺

Vickers Park Picnic & Border Cats Baseball Game FUN!
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Celebrated 30 Years in Thunder Bay
in 2017!
We are a non-medical, cross
disability organization who offers
programs and services developed
for and by persons with disabilities
under the ideology of the
Independent Living Philosophy (IL)
ILRC Thunder Bay’s aim is to
empower adults with disabilities to
self-identify positive change
We are accredited members of
Independent Living Canada are 1 of
25 similar centres across Canada
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COMMUNITY CORNER FEATURE
Click HERE to read
about ILRC
Thunder Bay’s new
location as of April
1st, 2019 and why
moving the
physical location
was necessary to
promote growth
and more!!

Basic ILRC eligibility:
Self-disclose disability / you are a
person with a disability & 16 years
of age or older
Visit
Independent Living Resource Centre
Thunder Bay on Facebook
Check out the website
www.ilrctbay.com
ILRC Thunder Bay Programming
Several years ago now, we structured our programming to fall between two primary areas: Employment and Recreation. Ideally, all developed programs or
services fit under either area and there is often a lot of cross-program participation among participants. Generally, program participation in Recreation is
guided by our basic charter eligibility, while eligibility in Employment programming is guided by specific program funders.
Employment
Focusing Access on Skills and Training (FAST) for Employment: FAST is a federally funded program that provides a robust set of employment and training
services to eligible participants. Combining individually determined services that may include comprehensive pre-employment services; funding for short term
training that leads to employment; and employer subsidy for work experience training. We are currently in the first 6 months of a multi-year program that
seeks to provide support to more than 200 people in our community.
WorkES: We maintain an agreement with Ontario Disability Supports Program (ODSP) Employment Supports to provide employment services. While
differing from our other employment programs, often participants will be able to work within both programs and be best able to leverage all advantages of
employment programming we offer.
Recreation
Connectors: Our most popularly subscribed to, full day, drop-in recreation programming is eclectic and jam packed with fun! Nearly anything is possible at
Connectors, where participants are invited to be themselves, be independent and be connected with their friends! Anything can happen at Connectors: art
projects, cooking classes, music appreciation, bingo, karaoke and the list goes on!
Artistic Ambitions: Typically requiring that participants register, this programming offers access to fine art studies and hopes to inspire participants to find
their own inner artist.
Healthy Choices: Typically requiring that participants register, this programming offers access to cooking classes that span all aspects of cuisine. The focus is
often on preparing foods from scratch and making healthier choices with the foods we enjoy!
Gardening: We are just about to begin our first ever endeavour into outdoor gardening. Participants are invited to take part in creating and maintaining an
accessible and fun vegetable garden with us.
Direct Funding
The Direct Funding Program (www.dfontario.ca) is administered by the Centre for Independent Living in Toronto, and provides the option for persons with
permanent physical disabilities to become self-managers of their attendant care. Nearly all centres in Ontario provide regional resource support for persons
with disabilities in our catchment areas.
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Welcome To Our Newest TBFN Board Member!
Meet Krista Smith!
This past spring, I completed my first year in the Educational Support
program through Confederation College. I’m eager to continue the program in
the fall and to secure employment as a Student Support Professional in the
future. I have a 4-year-old Autistic son who has opened my eyes to the passion
I have for working with individuals with disabilities. During my studies, and
with the changes announced for the Ontario Autism Program, I became more
involved with advocacy, but there’s so much more that I want to do. I want to
continue advocating and helping in the community, and that’s how I came to
join the Thunder Bay Family Network’s Board of Directors and Chapter
Leadership Council for Autism Ontario.
I’m excited to be sitting amongst, and learning from, an incredible
team of passionate individuals. I’m looking forward to meeting and sharing
with the families that make TBFN possible!

We are so happy to welcome back 2 of our friends to ICAN!
After some tough fights with their health, Josh and Brendan have both done so
amazing and we are so happy to be able to have them back with the group!
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Volunteering with Thunder Bay Family Network!
Tara Lennox & Carolyn Milne joined myself and Natalie at the Thunder Bay Family Network’s booth at
the 2nd Annual Community Links Event which was another successful opportunity connecting with
community! Thank YOU! ☺

ICAN! Social
Network would like
to express a BIG
thanks to the
Thunder Bay Border
Cats Baseball
Organization for
discounted ticket
price and use of the
party deck for a fun
evening of baseball
with friends!!

Please join us at our upcoming
Housing Series!
Registration is OPEN!
Here’s the link:
https://forms.gle/yNm7WjeiKp2zMC
ce8
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A message from our Board Members continued…
Submitted by Krista Smith, TBFN Board Member

We strive to keep these concerns at the forefront of our actions and to bring the needed attention to our provincial government. We will continue to
push for consultations in Northwestern Ontario so that we can share what our families are most concerned about and to ensure that the government
is aware of our unique issues.
In response to these changes, the local Thunder Bay OPSEU chapter partnered with Thunder Bay Family Network for the “Families Know Best”
campaign in April. The aim was to bring awareness to the provincial government of the unique issues northern Ontario faces in regards to accessing
services and that the people who know their loved ones best had not been given a chance to have their voices heard – the families – and to share their
stories.
Campaign events were planned in Thunder Bay, Fort Frances, Kenora and Dryden. Campaign members travelled over 1100 kilometres over the course
of several days, fundraising and meeting with families and members of the public. The kick-off event in Thunder Bay saw MPPs Judith MonteithFarrell and Michael Gravelle in attendance. While families and members of the campaign gathered outside and tried to meet with Minister Greg
Rickford at his constituency offices in Fort Frances, Kenora and Dryden, they were unable to do so.
Amazing organizational efforts came into play on April 25th when we discovered Minister Rickford would be in Thunder Bay attending a private event.
OPSEU members, TBFN directors, (***others, cannot remember all***) and families gathered outside the residence for a peaceful information
picket line. Again, there was no sighting of Minister Rickford to convey our message to.
On April 26th, the wrap up to the “Families Know Best” campaign was held at the Thunder Bay OPSEU offices. We welcomed more families to share
their stories. Special thanks to Franki’s Pizzeria and Nucci’s Bake A Deli. We would also like to give a very special thank you to MPPs Judith MonteithFarrell and Michael Gravelle for joining us and allowing our voices to be heard. Thank you to the Northern Ontario Autism Alliance for their great
efforts in taking a stand, as well as the Thunder Bay OPSEU chapter for making this campaign a reality.
And a heartfelt THANK YOU to the families that shared their stories! We could not have done this without you. We know this time is particularly
difficult, but we promise to stand with you.
Click HERE to view an array of photos from the OPSEU & TBFN road trip meeting with families and more!
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THUNDER BAY FAMILY NETWORK STRIVES TO SHARE RESOURCES TO ENSURE FAMILIES ARE INFORMED. EVERY PERSON NEEDS A
TOOLBOX OF CONNECTIONS AND MEANINGFUL COMMUNICATION. TAKE WHAT YOU LIKE, LEAVE THE REST!
HAVE QUESTIONS – LET US KNOW! 😊

Resources for Families & Others
Housing Series – Develop Your Housing Plan: A Step by Step Workshop
Thunder Bay Family Network in partnership with Developmental Services Ontario is hosting a 6-week, step by step series for
families to complete an Individualized Housing Plan document which will clearly identify next steps and financial obstacles, if
any, to overcome in order to implement your plan
Join us and Tracy Love, DSO Housing Navigator to get started!
See poster on page #5. Registration is required. Click HERE to complete your registration today!

Adaptive Bikes & Wheelchair Tennis
The Thunder Bay Accessible Sport Council in partnership with the Thunder Bay Community Tennis Centre is providing an
opportunity for wheelchair tennis and biking, again, this summer
Please see flyer for details – click HERE

March of Dimes Warehouse Newsletter
Click HERE to view July’s warehouse newsletter
The warehouse has a few ‘water’ opportunities planned; Splash Pad, Sandy Beach & Garden Water Tag
Contact Jessica Currie – Warehouse Coordinator, for more information! jcurrie@marchofdimes.ca or call 345-6595 ext. 202

Independent Living Resource Centre (ILRC) Thunder Bay
Click HERE to view July & August activity calendars
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Connect with Randi Pert, Recreation Facilitator to receive this information directly - rpert@ilrctbay.com or call 577-6166 ext. 4

Autism Ontario Thunder Bay
Click HERE to be redirected to registration link for Adult (18+) with ASD summer bowling
Click HERE to be redirected to registration link for Adult (18+) with ASD CLE tickets: one registration per membership
Connect with the local chapter of Autism Ontario to receive information including events/opportunities for all ages directly by
emailing autismontario@gmail.com

Presenting A New P4P ACTION GUIDE: Thriving After High School
Click HERE to be redirected to the website to learn more!
P4P empowers people with disabilities and their families with FREE resources to create meaningful lives and secure futures,
firmly rooted in community.
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